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Some people who received this message don't often get email from brad.garness@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

Dear Neighborhood Commissioners,

We write to emphasize the unified voice of our community regarding the development at 1st & Kennedy St. NW. Over
100 households have come together, demanding the inclusion of mixed-use ground floor commercial space.

We the people are actively amplifying our opposition to any development lacking ground floor retail. We urge you to
heed the community's call for inclusive development that enhances our neighborhood's vitality. We want affordable
housing ownership above a ground floor business and won'’t accept anything less.

While speaking with neighbors and members of our shared community, | have not met a single person who supports
destroying our commercial spaces. The corner of 1st & Kennedy has been historically underrepresented and real
suffering has occurred as a result of poor community planning.

The impacts of removing the commercial spaces will continue this trend and will result in further suffering. Real families
have suffered.

Poor community planning contributes to high crime rates through various factors such as inadequate social
infrastructure, limited economic opportunities, substandard housing conditions, unsafe public spaces, transportation
barriers, segregation, and ineffective policing.

We understand that the city as a whole is desperate for new affordable housing; however, this does not mean we should
apply short sighted solutions that will negatively impact the neighborhood. If you destroy the commercial spaces you are
neglecting the burgeoning neighborhood's needs!

We demand urban planning strategies that are focused on community development, equitable access to resources, and
effective crime prevention measures. It is clear that support for a project lacking a ground floor Betail<¢camporeintshould

NOT have been given by the ANC. We call upon you to correct the course. District of Columbia
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We request the following actions:

. Block any development lacking a retail ground floor component at 1st & Kennedy St. NW.
. Require any new proposal to include bottom floor retail spaces at 1st & Kennedy St. NW.
. Apply pressure to the Board of Zoning Adjustment to support our concerns & objectives.

. Communicate the desires of the community to the Council, Mayor, & other Stakeholders.

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter.
Sincerely,

Concerned Citizens who love Kennedy Street



